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Brahmanas; and they ceased altogether to be gods
when, as in the Upanishads, Brahman had been re-
cognised as the cause of all things, and the individual
self had been discovered as a mere spark of the
eternal Self.

For hundreds, nay, for thousands of years this
ancient religion has held its ground, or, if it lost it
for a time, has recovered it again. It has accom-
modated itself to times and seasons, it has admitted
many strange and incongruous elements. But to the
present day there are still Brahmanic families who
regulate their life, as well as may be, according to
the spirit of the $ruti, the revelation contained in the
old Veda, and according to the laws of the Snm'ti, or
their time-honoured tradition.

There are still Brahmanic families in which the
son learns by heart the ancient hymns, and the father
performs day-by day his sacred duties and sacrifices,
while the grandfather, even though remaining in the
village, looks upon all ceremonies and sacrifices as
vanity, sees even in the Vedic gods nothing but
names of what he knows to be beyond all names, and
seeks rest in the highest knowledge only, which has
become to him the highest religion, viz. the so-called
Vedftnta, the end and fulfilment of the whole Veda.

The three generations have learnt to live together
in peace. The grandfather, though more enlightened,
does not look down with contempt on his son or
grandson, least of all does he suspect them of hypo-*
crisy. He knows that the time of their deliverance
will come, and he does not wish that they should
anticipate it. Nor does the son, though bound fast
by the formulas of his faith, and strictly performing
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